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Principal's Message
Andrew Peach - Executive Principal
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Our first Parent Teacher Interviews for the year were held in our new
Academic Centre of Excellence on Tuesday afternoon. Thank you to all
families who were able to attend the event, with a strong turnout for
the interviews and other information sessions on offer. The night
provided a great chance for parents to meet staff in the formal
interviews but also through the stalls and information sessions run
throughout the evening. We had 1670 bookings, with a number of
additional times organised for outside of this process too.
Our next Parent sessions are in Term 3, where we will have a focus on
our Academic Coaching structure. This means parents and families
meet with your child’s MMM teacher to review the full range of
subjects. I would encourage all parents to maintain regular
communication with your child’s teachers, and email contacts are
available via our website at the following link:
https://marsdenshs.eq.edu.au/our-school/our-staff
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After three public holidays to start the term, week four will be our first full week of Term 2. With time already
lost during term one, it is important that we all have a focus on being in class each and every day, and also
maximising the learning of each lesson throughout the term. Please encourage your child to make the most of
the opportunities available at Marsden SHS, and to make use of our Effort and Behaviour matrix that points our
students to our Makos Art of Learning Framework. These documents provide the framework and structure to
improve learning and student performance, and will support parents in your efforts to help your child achieve
their best possible result.
Our Basketball and Rugby League Excellence students are currently in Sydney as part of the annual highperformance tour. Our Rugby League students won their first game against the Sydney Roosters to start the
trip off on the right note, with their next game later this week against the South Sydney Rabbitohs. Our
Basketballers also have games against the Central Coast Rep team and Narrabean Sports High School.
Our Year 7 and 9 students will be undertaking NAPLAN Online this year. We are working to support the
infrastructure of the test for such large cohorts and will have further information for families before the test
window of May 10 to May 20.
Finally, this week we have our Term 1 Celebrating Success Parades for our Junior and Senior cohorts on
Wednesday. It is always pleasing to see our highest academic achievers recognised for their efforts in the
classroom, and I know the range of additional activities and effort that goes in to leading our Academic
Excellence across the school. Congratulations to all students who are recognised through these processes
and I would encourage all students to make the effort to reach this high standard of achievement in all of their
classes.

HOD News
Year 7 - Jacob Stains

Hello Year 7 cohort, I just wanted to introduce myself, My name is Mr P! I am
the new Coordinator for Year 7 and 8 and I’m super excited to be working with
you guys. If you see me around school come and introduce yourself as I will be
working closely with Mr Stains and Mrs Baker.

Tutorials:
A quick reminder that tutorials are up and running. We took on your feedback
and have added more subjects! The tutorial times have recently changed so
see the below image for the new details.
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Advocates for Year 7

Congratulations to our newly appointed year 7 advocates! Fabion, Ene, Riley, Peyton, Ava and
Roseleigh.

Mr Stains and myself are honoured to have you on the team, these advocates will make sure that
your cohort (Year 7) stays on top at MSHS!
Winter clothing:
Reminder as we are creeping into winter that students are only allowed to wear school jumpers
purchased from our uniform shop. We have noticed some students are wearing their own jumpers or
hoodies underneath their MSHS winter wear, this is NOT allowed. Teachers are aware of this issue
and have been instructed to confiscate incorrect jumpers and hoodies. Students can pick these up
after school.
NAPLAN:
Quick reminder that NAPLAN will be in Week 4 and 5, if you know in advance your child will be away
during NAPLAN please make sure you contact Mr Stains. More information on NAPLAN will be in the
next newsletter, enjoy Weeks 3 and 4 Year 7's!
Year 8 - Laura Baker
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Welcome to Term 2. I am looking forward to a much more settled Term and I
can't wait to get out and about in the classrooms around school to see the
wonderful work that is occurring this Term.
The cooler weather is starting to kick in already, and now is a good time to start
preparing for the REALLY cold mornings with some winter gear for your
students. There is a large range of winter uniforms available for students to
wear at school. These uniform items are the only items that are allowed to be
worn on school grounds, no non-Marsden uniforms will be allowed. I have
explained to students on assembly regarding non-uniform items, that they may
be confiscated, and this rule applies to all non-uniform items, including
jewellery. As is always the case, if there are cases of genuine welfare issues,
please do not hesitate to contact us so we can be of assistance.
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A huge congratulations to the large number of Year 8 students who represented MSHS at the Logan District
Cross Country. You are all winners in my eyes!
Our Year 8 students were treated to some exciting Science displays last week, which I happened to catch a bit
of. Students really seemed to enjoy the displays and were very well behaved.
Have a wonderful fortnight.
Year 9 - Keeown Carter

It has been wonderful to have a great start to Term 2 considering the four-day
weeks. I have been enjoying getting to know the Year 9 cohort and in particular
celebrate the great things our students are doing. This week with celebrating
the academic successes of our gold, silver and bronze recipients, the
categories are as follows:
The Gold Award, presented to any student who has achieved a minimum
Grade Point Average of 4.67, an A average of academic achievement, has a
minimum of 92% attendance and all Excellent or Very Good for Behaviour
and Effort.
The Silver Award, presented to any student who has achieved a minimum of
Grade Point Average 4.33, has a minimum of 92% attendance and all
Excellent or Very Good for Behaviour and Effort.
The Bronze Award, presented to any student who has achieved minimum
Grade Point Average of 4.00, has a minimum of 92% attendance and all
Excellent or Very Good for Behaviour and Effort.
JCE
The focus for this Term is “follow your passion”. Everything we do is centred around achieving 20+ JCE points
to graduate the junior year. This is driven by academic performance, attendance and behaviour. We have
explored in MMM how we achieve these through calculating our own points. These points will result in our
ability to graduate and attend the Semi Formal in Term 4, lets “earn our whites”.
Important Notices
NAPLAN - will be running in Week 4 and 5, more information will be communicated to parents/guardians and
students later this week.
Facial piercings - are not permitted at school. This includes clear and covered nose piercings. Students will
be asked to remove the piercing and can collect at the end of the day.
Planners - students are required to have their planner at school on their desk for every lesson. Can I ask
that as parents, you regularly check your child’s planner as it will contain important information. This
includes homework, assessment dates, TrackEd profiles and JCE progress.
Vaping - a reminder that vaping and/or being in possession of a vape is prohibited at MSHS. Strict
consequences will apply.
Attendance -Attendance is a major focus in 2022, this includes truancy. We have already seen some
students leaving school grounds this Term before 2:30pm. Truancy is a matter of student safety,
something we take very seriously at MSHS and it is also removes the student from valuable learning time
in the classroom.
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Year 10 - Lachlan Leong

It was fantastic to meet so many of you at the Parent Teacher Interviews on
Tuesday afternoon. I thoroughly enjoyed engaging in many conversations
with both parents and students, especially tying this into our “Marsden Art
of Learning” framework. Most of my conversations centred around the
learning principle – Recall, and how it can impact on retrieving learnt
information. You may ask yourself; How can I help my child practice recalling
new information? Recall starts with a blank piece of paper and can be used
as an effective study tool. Why not ask your child each night to get out a
blank piece of paper and write down what they can recall from their classes
that day? This ties in nicely with another one of our learning principles –
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Learning as a Priority - Recall
If students are given opportunities to retrieve the new information through
questioning and recall, we can stop the ‘curve of forgetting’ and make the
learning stick. Each car ride home or conversation provides an opportunity for
students to retrieve learnt information. Start with a blank piece of paper or
use your questions to force your child to go back into their brain and retrieve
information from yesterday’s class and the class from 3 days ago. Your
support will further enhance learning. Please refer to our Tutorial schedule
located on page 3 of this newsletter. This may provide further opportunities
for students to retrieve, and practice learnt knowledge from their week.
Year 10 – Senior Makos Journey Passport
This year, the Year 10 cohort will track their Makos journey through the use of the Year 10 Passport. Students on
track, at the end of each year, will have an attendance rate of 92% or above, accumulated 10 points by the end of
the year and have completed community engagement.
The same criteria as previous years will be used to calculate points and is outlined below:
Each subject is worth 1 point if your child achieved a C or higher in that semester
Aiming for 5 or more points per semester to be on track (Behaviour and Effort or a VG or EX standard will also be
taken into account)
Attendance must be 92% or above or 100% explained is also accepted
Community engagement
Fees paid or students placed on payment plan.

May 5th

Week 3

Year 11 - Aleisha Neumann

We are now busy into Term 2 and are quickly approaching another assessment
period. This assessment will be the second and final assessment for Unit 1.
Students need to achieve a Satisfactory rating across both assessments to
earn points towards their QCE and graduation at the end of next year. Once this
is completed students will have an opportunity to change subjects if required
for their chosen pathways.
Information for subject changes will be emailed in Week 7 and once students
have finished all Unit 1 assessment tasks. The following factors will be used in
regards to making decisions on subject changes:
Class sizes – to ensure maximum student numbers aren’t exceeded
Line structure – would more then one subject change be required
Pride n
Student pathways – does this effect ATAR, QCE or career pathways
Passioence
t
Persis
Effort and Behaviour – has the student made a satisfactory or above effort
to be successful in their current subject.
In MMM throughout Term 2 students will focus on developing their leadership skills before we commence the
2023 School Captain selection process late in the Term. Year 11 students will all be leaders in the school
community next year with some appointed to captain and council positions. Information about the captaincy
selection process will be distributed later in the term but is something that all Year 11's should aspire
towards.
Year 12 - Jesse Maclean

We kick off Week 3 with a successful round of Parent Teacher Interview's. If
you were not able to attend please make contact with your child’s
classroom teacher to arrange a phone interview to discuss their progress
and room for improvements.
In Week 4 students will have MMM on Monday S1 and Wednesday S4.
Students will continue to focus on wellbeing, organisation and improving
academic outcomes. We will commence having year level parades again to
ensure no main messages are missed and as a cohort the students are
united and have a sense of belonging.
Every Da
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Formal will be held Monday 12th September at The Greek Club (South
Brisbane), there will also be a mystery tour. More information will be distributed regarding these events later
this Term. For now, students need to remain focused on completing their assessment, engaging in the learning
and regular attendance at school. If you are aware you have outstanding fees, I encourage you to start
resolving this as it is one of the eligibility requirements that all amounts owing are cleared before being able to
pay for formal and mystery tour. Similar to the senior jersey process, there will be minimum standards
students need to meet to be eligible to attend formal.

May 5th

Week 3

Basics
School starts at 8:30am and finishes at 2:30pm, students need to be on time, for every lesson. It is an
expectation once they are 16 years of age that students are engaged in fulltime earning or learning. If
students are not meeting the requirement of fulltime learning (which includes attendance and engagement in
learning and assessment), we will commence the cancellation of enrolment process. This starts with a stage 1
warning letter and meeting.
Uniform policy is not optional. Students are expected to be in full school uniform every day, or loan the required
items from the uniform shop. Facial piercings are not acceptable and need to be removed while at school.
Please communicate with me if you have any queries or concerns.
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Deadly @ Marsden
Kayden, a proud Indigenous man has been awarded the Queensland Ambulance Service
School Based Scholarship through QATSIF. Kayden is the only student from Marsden State
High School to have ever been successful in this application and hopes to have a career as a
paramedic. Well done Kayden.

Deadly Unit Hours

Monday to Friday (Weekdays)
8:00am to 3:30pm
Open for all students at lunchtimes!
We wish to acknowledge the traditional Custodians of this land the Yugambeh and Yuggera People, and pay
respects to the Elders past, present and emerging for they hold the memories, the culture and the dreams of
the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander People.
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Celebrating Success @ Marsden
It is critically important that we celebrate and recognise the outstanding things that
students accomplish, both inside and outside of the classroom. Yesterday we celebrated
Success at Marsden, these students are a great example of our schools core values Pride,
Passion and Persistence. Thank you to the Mako families able to come and join in our
celebrations.
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Homestay families come in all shapes and sizes.
Single mothers, single fathers, kids, no kids, married
couples and grandparents. Everyone can play a part in
sharing their life and home and provide a cultural
experience to one of our International High School
students.
Find out more:
Contact: Homestay Coordinator
Kylie Bobbermien
Email: kbobb0@eq.edu.au
Tel: 32990570
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We are grateful for the support of our local community, staff, parents and especially our sponsors
who work tirelessly behind the scenes to make our school a strong, united family!
Contact Brayden Torpy via phone 07 3299 0555 or email btorp8@eq.edu.au to discuss opportunities
to promote your brand across our extensive school community.

