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Congratulations to our Year 12 students who successfully graduated

last week. It was really pleasing to be able to celebrate two extremely

positive ceremonies to celebrate the achievement of completing high

school. Our Graduation Ceremony on Thursday night was our first on

the senior oval. The setting provided the opportunity for all of our

families to attend and support our students, and the outdoor event

provided an excellent environment for our families and friends to

celebrate this significant achievement. 

Our final day for Year 12's also continued the strong tradition for

departures from the school. A special thank you to our MMM classes

and staff for their efforts to make the March Out a successful event.

I’ve no doubt our Graduates will have fond memories of their final walk

around the paths of the school.
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Thank you also to our Senior School and Events Team for their efforts to make these events so professional and

memorable. We are really fortunate at Marsden State High School to have so many staff who are willing to go

above and beyond their role description to create such a supportive and enjoyable environment for our students.

This week we also celebrate our latest award recognition. We are Finalists in the Premier’s Awards for

Excellence, with our work to attract and retain staff a key focus of the recognition. 



This builds on our success as the first School in Australia to win a prestigious Australian HR Award and is

another reminder of the great people that we have supporting our students and school community.

This week is also the final session for our Schools Plus AVID Group. For the last three years we have run a

project with Marsden SS, Burrowes SS and Waterford West SS to support Year 6 students to attend Marsden

SHS on a Thursday afternoon to work through the AVID program in preparation for high school. We’ve had many

great successes across the project which has also strengthened the connection across our four schools.

Thank you to all of the staff and parents who have supported the work, and we look forward to continuing with

the connection in some form in the coming years.

We have celebrated our Academic Excellence across the school with our Junior and Senior presentations last

week. It was really pleasing to see the subject award winners recognised across all of our year levels, along

with our Excellence winners and Top Achievers. For all of the wonderful things that occur at our school,

learning is our number one focus, and to celebrate the outstanding learning across all of our subjects is

something we can all take great pride in. Congratulations to all winners and their families.

Last week we celebrated our Music Excellence Program with our Annual Music Dinner Show. This event was

another great success following on from a massive night on the Saturday night for our Dance Excellence

students and families. It was really pleasing to be able to host both events in our Performing Arts Centre of

Excellence, and to be able to see the talent of our students on display in this great venue. Thank you to all

students, staff and families for another outstanding year of excellence.

The Logan City Sports Awards was a special night for our school. It was an amazing night celebrating sport

across Logan City, with our Makos once again shining on the big stage. 

Congratulations to the following twenty Mako nominees and winners:
-     Logan Martin - Winner Golden Banksia Award

-     Lyvante Su’emai - Sportswoman of the Year

-     Losa Niumata - Winner Young Sportswoman of the Year

-     Sophie Peach - Young Sportswoman of the Year

-     Connor Gillen - Winner Young Sportsman of the Year

-     Marsden SHS - Sports Organisation of the Year

-     Marsden SHS Invitational Basketball- Sports Event of the Year

-     Marsden SHS Rugby League Home Games - Sports Event of the Year

-     Marsden SHS Open Boys Rugby League - Winner Sports Team of the Year

-     Marsden SHS Open Girls Basketball - Sports Team of the Year

-     Miss Bartlett- Sports Coach of the Year & Judges Choice

-     Mr Hartigan - Sports Coach of the Year

-     Mrs Tavita - Sports Coach of the Year

-     Mr Anthony - Sports Coach of the Year

-     Takisha Lyons - Sports Coach of the Year

-     Mr Peach - Sports Administrator of the Year

-     Mr Curtis - Sports Administrator of the Year

-     Julie Lyons - Sports Administrator of the Year

-     Ms Neumann - Winner Sports Official of the Year

-     Mrs Lee - Sports Official of the Year

It was also great to hear from Mako legend Cameron Smith as the guest speaker on the night where our school

was a shining light for sport in our great city. We work hard to provide superior opportunities for our students,

staff and wider community through our Body, Mind, Character Framework and this was a great recognition of

the work across our school community to connect pride, passion and persistence.
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Welcome to Week 8 of Term 4! What a huge year it has been and I can’t

believe it’s almost over. Our youngest cohort in the school will soon be

Year 8’s, congratulations!

Well done to the Year 7 cohort who worked hard to make over 300

graduation lolly leis for our Year 12 students on their march out last week.

I was so pleased so see almost every Year 12 student march out of the

school with a graduation lei around their necks, proudly made by the Year

7’s. You  all did a wonderful job.

Excursions have been planned for the second last day of Term (Thursday

9th of December), to Whitewater World, Aqua Park GC and Kingston Park

Raceway. The excursions are all different costs to suit different budgets,

HOD News

Year 7 - Laura Baker
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On behalf of Marsden State High School, I would like to cordially invite you to join us for our Academic Centre of

Excellence Opening Thursday 2nd December 2021, 3-4pm, official opening will occur at 3:30pm. 

 

ALL WELCOME, community members, new enrolments for 2022, ATAR Pathway students and Academic

Excellence students.

 



Year 8 - Jacob Stains

November 24th Week 8

Persiste
ncePersiste
ncePersiste
nce

PassionPassionPassion   

PridePridePride

What a great way for the Year 8’s to finish 2021, which has been an incredible

year. Plenty of trials and tribulations across the year- battling the ever changing

environment of COVID and implementing new programs and strategies

throughout, to support the positive learning environment of all our students. 

The success of our academic achievement of our students was on display last

week at the 2021 Academic Success Parade. Congratulations to all of the

award recipients that were rewarded for the hard work and dedication they

have shown across the year in their respective subjects. You can watch the

parade via this link: https://youtu.be/2H6oWPORWCY

Well done to all students, lets finish 2021 strong!

 and permission forms and money must be paid by Wednesday 1st December for students to be eligible to

attend. No late payments will be accepted. Numbers for each excursion are capped, so please encourage your

child to pick up a permission form from the Student Foyer as soon as possible so they don’t miss out.

Mindfulness training continues to be available to all Year 7 students, and is run every day at second lunch.

Students in the mindfulness room are taken through a series of mindfulness meditations that are designed to

support stress management, develop focus and reduce anxiety and depression. If your student is interested in

joining the mindfulness training, they simply need to see Mr Cameron or Mrs Baker to sign up.

Please be reminded that all students must be in correct uniform every day. As we head towards the end of the

year, we are finding that the uniform standards are starting to slip. In particular we are seeing a large amount

of jewellery being worn by students. Please be reminded that the only jewellery items to be worn at school are

a watch, a single earring in each ear (small stud or sleeper), and any cultural or religious items must be hidden

by the uniform. No bracelets, rings or facial piercings are allowed at school, and students will be instructed to

remove any unacceptable jewellery. If the issue persists, we may be forced to confiscate jewellery that

students continue to wear incorrectly. Please contact the school if you have any questions or concerns about

uniform requirements.

We are now on the downhill run towards summer holidays and the end is in sight. Please encourage your

children to continue to work hard right up to the end so they finish the year strong!



Each subject is worth 1 point if your child achieved a C or higher in that semester

Aiming for 5 or more points per semester to be on track (Behaviour and Effort or a VG or EX standard will

also be taken into account)

Attendance must be 92% or above or 100% explained is also accepted 

Fees paid or students placed on payment plan. 

*If students have started Marsden SHS in 2021, they are required to attain a minimum of 10 points across the

course of the year.

The same criteria as last year will be used to calculate points and is outlined below:

Please note that with the restrictions that have been placed on students throughout the year, Community

experience will not be required to be completed in 2021, however Work Experience will be an essential part of

students Senior Schooling Journey in 2022.
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Last week we had our Junior School Academic Excellence Award Ceremony, recognising our top achievers in

each subject area, along with students who have demonstrated exemplary academic performance across

their six subjects. A huge congratulations to all award winners.

Year 9 Graduation and JCE Celebration

Our Year 9 Graduation and JCE Celebration will be held in Week 10, on Monday 6th December in Session 4

(1:20-2:30pm) in our Performing Arts Centre. Please lock this date into your calendar! More details on how to

book your ticket will be sent soon.

The Junior School Certificate (JCE) is part of the Makos Journey at Marsden SHS. This certificate is targeted

at our Junior School students. Students on track, at the end of each year, will have an attendance rate of

92% or above, accumulated 30 points across the three years (10 points at the end each year).

It has been great to be out and about at school to see the wonderful things that

Year 9's have been doing this Term. In MMM Year 9's are currently completing

various collaborative class challenges. These activities have been great for

team building and further enhancing relationships within the cohort.

It has been pleasing to see the Year 9 cohort leading the way with being

‘Brilliant at the Basics’ and finishing the Term off strongly. I have also been very

impressed with the engagement within classrooms and seeing students

upholding our school values of Pride, Passion and Persistence especially around

assessment time.

As we near the end of Term 4 we have a lot to celebrate for the Year 9 cohort. 

Year 9 - Lachlan Leong
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This is the final week of scheduled schooling for Yr 10's for 2021. Currently

students are in exam block until today session 2, Wednesday 24th Nov.

Thursday and Friday, 25th and 26th November are normal school days except

for students who are attending the end of year excursion to Dreamworld or any

other pre-organised programs. 

All Year 10 students should have completed the short course in careers on

Monday. Students who have not finished will be asked to return to school this

Thursday and Friday to complete any outstanding tasks. If a student has not

finished the short course by this Friday, they will be required to return to school

next week to complete this. It is a very important component of Year 10, and

will assist all students in gaining and maintaining employment in the future as

well as 1 QCE point for Senior Schooling.

Have a great holiday break and thank you for all your support in 2021

 

Year 10 - Cameron Webb

 

Year 11 - Jesse Maclean

Our last day of timetabled classes will be today Wednesday 24th of

November, with an optional excursion to Dreamworld on offer for Thursday

25th November. There will be no scheduled classes for the Year 11 cohort

after the 26th November. 

Unit 2 results will be finalised by the end of Week 8 and submitted to QCAA

by the end of Week 9. 

ATAR eligible students will be returning in Week 9 to complete an ATAR

pathways week to ensure their focus during Units 3 & 4 is their ATAR

attainment and preparation for Year 13 rather than QCE interventions.

Be Ready!Be Ready!Be Ready!

Congratulations to our graduating class of 2021, you did it! Last week was the

final time our 2021 Year 12's will be on campus as students of Marsden State

High School. Students celebrated with a trip to Wet and Wild, the Graduation

Ceremony and March Out on Friday morning. I would like to take this

opportunity to thank all of our parents, guardians, friends and family who

supported the Year 12's this year. Photos from Graduation will be available to

students until the end of this Term on SharePoint. Students will need to log in

through their school accounts. Students will also receive their QCE and

Certificate Qualifications via email/post later in the year once the QCAA and

training providers have finalised.

Year 12 - Aleisha Neumann
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The next step for our Year 12's is transition to further education, employment or both. Students who have

applied through QTAC will be receiving offers soon and can contact the school if they need support. We also

have a team of people at school to support students in seeking employment or further training. In their

graduation packs they received a flyer from Clare Green our Link and Launch Coordinator. Please reach out to

Clare through these details or the front office if required. 

Congratulations once again to our graduating Class of 2021, we will miss you but wish you all the best as you

begin your new journeys. “Once a Mako, Always a Mako”.



Some of our Indigenous students were involved in the 3pTag carnival held at Marsden SHS last

weekend. Congratulations to all players and teams!

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

We wish to acknowledge the traditional Custodians of this land the Yugambeh and Yuggera People, and pay

respects to the Elders past, present and emerging for they hold the memories, the culture and the dreams of

the Aborginial and Torres Strait Islander People.
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Deadly @ Marsden



Griffith University Gold Coast Excursion

A number of our Year 10 students visited Griffith University’s Gold Coast Campus. The excursion was

designed to support those students who have selected an ATAR pathway, and presented them a

range of information to help make decisions around their future studies. 

 

The day began with some of Griffith University’s mentors holding a question and answer session with

our students. The mentors, including Mako 2016 graduate Rod, shared their pathways to university

study, explored the challenges of university life and discussed the support that could be accessed

throughout senior high school years and into university. 

 

During our lunch break, students had the opportunity to meet with Gold Coast Titans NRLW players

and discussed the opportunities opening up to women in sport. Our students challenged themselves

to an Amazing Race around Griffith and got to see just how big a university campus is! 

 

The afternoon session concluded with a range of subject specific workshops which gave our

students a more in depth look at some of the possibilities open to them at Griffith! 

 

It was awesome to see our students taking ownership of their future pathways, exploring and

investigating what opportunities await them. A massive thank you to Griffith University for their

support of our students and the encouragement they have provided to open the minds of our ATAR

pathway students!
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The Rugby League Excellence awards night was held in Week 6 on Wednesday evening to celebrate the

success of both team's and individual's for 2021. It was a great night for the Marsden community including our

students, parents, sponsors and supporters of the school. On behalf of the Rugby League Excellence

Programs we would like to thank all of the Marsden Community for your support in 2021. 

 

We can’t wait to see you all at our first home game in 2022 at the newly improved Shark Tank. Please find

below our major individual award winners. Congratulations to all students, teams and coaches. 

 

 2021 Major Individual Award Winners

 Junior Boys Don’t Mess With Marsden Award – Storm Enoka

 Junior Girls Don’t Mess With Marsden Award - Melennie Sau

 Senior Boys Don’t Mess With Marsden Award – Mou Taumaletila-Mauololo

Senior Girls Don’t Mess With Marsden Award - Sienna Lofipo

 

 Junior Boys Player of the Year Award – Christoper Vaimili-Toalepai

 Junior Girls Player of the Year Award - Mercedez Taulelei - Siala

 Senior Boys Player of the Year Award – Christopher Faagutu

 Senior Girls Player of the Year Award - Oshanis Whakatau

 

 Dallas Anderson  & Jamie Feeney

 Boys and Girls Rugby League Coordinators

 

Excellence Award Ceremonies
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Leadership

Academics

Dedication and Improvement in basketball and out 

Most Valuable Players

The 2021 Basketball Excellence Awards night was the perfect way to close out the year for the program. The

night celebrated the successes of our most dedicated students, who gave it their all on the court and in the

classroom this year. For the first time we celebrated our Team of the Year and Junior/Senior players of the

Year with their own unique jersey to praise their efforts. All nine of our basketball classes featured award

winners for:

 

Year 12 students were honoured for their years of service in the program and the night finished off with

honouring Mr Procter with a special 15 years of service medal and a cultural dance performance. Mr Procter

started the Basketball Excellence Program at Marsden and as we see him departing this year it was the

perfect way to farewell and thank him for the impact he has made on all our Marsden Makos over the years. 

 

Mark Banno

Basketball  Coordinator
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Angie Beard Trophy – Angelina Stewart

SPL Select Team – Boys: Faredun Amiri , Girls: Talia Sanders

Player of the Year: Junior Boys: Ethan Sharma, Junior Girls: Chloe Davison 

Player of the Year: Middle Boys: Isiah Quinn

Player of the Year: Senior Boys: Faredun Amiri, Senior Girls: Morgan Stanton

A fantastic year for the Football Excellence Program. A year which has seen us forge a partnership with the

Brisbane Roar FC, and increase our community partnerships with Rochdale Rovers, Bethania Rams and Logan

Metro.

 

We would also like to thank SPL Squad Members who graduate this year and leave us for greener pastures. We

wish you all the best for your future endeavours.  A special mention to Kai Brown who refereed SPL games

against his peers, and as always done an outstanding job. 

SPL Squad Members: Aleeah Davern, Sam Bayer, Fanta Fofana, Ryan Kov, Renarldo Richani, Yusuf Rungu,

Angelina Stewart, Kasper Stockill

 

The Major Award  Winners from the season are listed below:

 

Danny Byrne

Football Coordinator
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We are grateful for the support of our local community, staff, parents and especially our sponsors

who work tirelessly behind the scenes to make our school a strong, united family!

 

Contact Paul Eaton via phone 0431 599 568 or email peato8@eq.edu.au to discuss opportunities to

promote your brand across our extensive school community.


