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Last week we had the Councillors and staff from Logan City

Council visit the school to look at our facilities. The group was

very interested in the transformation that we have undertaken

to invite community in to the Marsden SHS site. As always the

Performing Arts and Sports Centres of Excellence were great

areas to showcase, but the group was also highly impressed

with the students they talked to and the classes they saw in

action. It is great to have the strong support from Logan City

Council, and in particular our local representative, Deputy Mayor

Jon Raven, who nominated us for the visit with his peers.

Principal's Message

Andrew Peach - Executive Principal

In the last week we also held the Park Ridge Connect Business Breakfast in the Performing Arts Centre

of Excellence. With approximately 100 guests joining us for the breakfast it was a great opportunity to

showcase the work of our students across a number of subject areas. Thank you to our staff team for

the work leading the breakfast planning, and to the students who did such an amazing job across the

morning. The positive feedback continues to come in (along with many offers of support for our kids to

engage with industry). 
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Below is just one of the emails we have received that highlights the positive impact our kids

continue to have:

Thank you all so much for the part you each played in making this morning such a great success. The

students were truly impressive in the way they carried themselves and the food was delicious. The

guests were raving about it the whole morning. Congratulations on the culture you have created in

the school and the sense of genuine community you have built. 

I look forward to working with you further in the future.

We have received the date for our School Audit in Term 3 of this year.  The auditors will be with us

from Monday August 30 to Thursday September 2. The school audit occurs every four years and

helps to review our current practices and areas of strength as we begin planning for our next four-

year strategic plan. A reminder that our VET Audit is also in the second week of Term 2. 

On Monday we were able to do our first tour inside our new STEM Centre of Excellence with our

School Captain team. The work is continuing well despite the rain, with the first level of concrete

completed in the dry weather window on Friday. We continue to meet with the builder fortnightly for

progress updates, with our expected hand over date in early Term 4 at this stage.

Approval has been given for work on our car park extension and third court/additional classrooms to

the Sports Centre of Excellence. Unfortunately, we still do not have a timeframe to work with on

these projects, but we will continue to advocate for these projects to occur as soon as possible.

On Monday we celebrated Harmony Day across the school. Congratulations to our MAD Team who

did an outstanding job organising a sausage sizzle at both lunch breaks which was very popular with

all students.

Next Tuesday from 4pm in our library we have our AGM for our P&C. We are attempting to reform this

group with parents invited to attend to hear about what is happening in the school and to share their

perspective in regards to our progress and the areas we can focus on for improvement. We are

fortunate that our P&C responsibilities don’t include managing the Tuckshop or Uniform Shop, so we

are really just looking for parents who are happy to share their opinion and to engage with us to build

understanding across our school community. 

With this being the last Newsletter of the term, it is important to ensure you have an up to date

email address to receive important information from the school. Next week we will email home

Report Cards for all students via email. If you need to update your contact details, please let us know

as soon as possible so that you are able to check the progress of your child’s learning before the

holiday break.
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We are rapidly nearing the end of the first term of high school. Student

assessments are really ramping up, and you might be seeing signs of

your student getting a bit stressed at this busy time. Ways in which

you can support your student at the moment are to ensure they are

eating healthy food regularly, getting plenty of sleep, and some fresh

air and socialisation. Also, remind them that it's holidays soon!

Every Day Counts

At Marsden State High School, our mission is to deliver superior

opportunities based on a culture of high expectations. One of those

expectations is that students attend school a minimum of 92% of the

time in order to access all opportunities available to them and so that

as a community we can achieve our vision to ‘Dare to Inspire, Make a

Difference.’ 

At the moment, the year 7 cohort is surpassing that goal, sitting above

93% attendance! I am so proud of the students for their excellent

attendance so far this year, and I hope it continues throughout 2021.

HOD News

Year 7 - Laura Baker
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Every D
ay
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CountsCountsCounts

Congratulations to Emily, Chloe, Temika, Chetan and Kane who were chosen as the Year 7

advocates this year. They were required to submit an application, and then have an interview

with me. They all interviewed professionally and I am so proud to have them all as a part of my

team. The advocates will be able to attend leadership days, assist with special events at the

school, and will be my team of helpers. 

Today is "Bullying, no way!" day. If your student is having issues with being bullied, please have

them speak to someone they trust here at the school so that we can support them.

We are starting to see some incorrect jumpers appearing as the weather cools down. Please

remind your students that the only jumper they are allowed to wear on the school grounds is

the uniform jumper. 

We have also seen an increase in the number of students vaping. Could you please talk to

your students about the dangers of vaping, and also remind them that if they are caught, it is

an automatic suspension.

Immunisations have begun and will continue on Mondays for several more weeks, including

into term 2. Reports back from the first bunch of Year 7 immunisations were that they were

very well behaved and respectful. Well done, I'm very proud of them!

Weeks 7 and 8
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Heading into the last weeks of Term, Year 8 Mako's have been focusing

on finishing strong with their assessments in all subject areas. 

Specifically, in MMM our Year 8s have been finalising the topic of

‘Valuing Ourselves.’ The assessment in MMM addressed the following

Learning Intent: During this lesson, I will develop stories about the

significant people at my table and how they helped shape who I am. 

Success Criteria: By the end of this session, I have reviewed how the

key people in my life have had an influence in shaping myself. Students

investigated this by designing their own ‘Values Table’ which looked

similar to a dining table with the key people in their lives drawn at their

table. Students were required to explicitly describe the reason why each

person at their table got a seat there. 

On a walk around to various MMM classes I was impressed by the level

of thought that went into some of the students tables. Why not ask

your child, ‘who was at your MMM table and why?’

Year 8 - Jacob Stains

Persiste
ncePersiste
ncePersiste
nce

PassionPassionPassion   

PridePridePride

Year 8 Value Award WinnersYear 8 Value Award WinnersYear 8 Value Award Winners
 

             Passion - Jorhon                                               Persistence – Sebastian                                         Pride - Zechariah

Passion | Jorhon has come a long way in Maths, he started with having difficulty in solving the questions and would

often be unwilling to complete work in class but his persistence and passion to strive hard has helped him to achieve

success in class and now Jorhon not only completes the work in class but always completes the homework as well.

He is focussed, follows instructions, takes initiative in class and asks for more work. Proud of you Jorhon keep it up.

 

Persistence | Sebastian continually strives to do his best work in class. For Sebastian, his education is very important

and he won't allow negative students to affect him in any way. Sebastian deserves to be recognised for his resilience

and persistence to do his best always.

 

Pride | Zechariah demonstrates pride in his conduct during interschool touch football, both on and off the field. In a

mixed group of 7's and 8's, Zach is regularly the one looking out for his younger team mates, ensuring everyone is

included and getting their fair share of game time. I have emphasised the importance of representing Marsden well in

this team, and Zach demonstrates pride in his school through his polite and caring attitude, desire to compete and

play hard, and respect for his peers and staff. Zach is the embodiment of pride in representing your school.

 



"I MAKE ME" - MMM Update

In order to support students to start the year well, mentors have

guided students through creating both an Assessment Planner as well

as an Exam Planner. These resources have been designed to reinforce

the exam preparation techniques as they aim to provide students with

the knowledge of how to strengthen their study skills. Encouraging a

student to make slight adjustments to their results may sound small,

however if this performance gap is bridged once, students begin to       

 re-evaluate past beliefs of what marks they are capable of and start to

replace that mindset with new beliefs.

This week in MMM students completed the Via Character Strengths

quiz to determine their top 5 strengths. Research shows that knowing

and applying your highest character strengths is the key to being your

best self. Why not ask your child what their top 5 strengths are? How

can they use the strength boosters in the school planner on p128 and

129 to enhance their daily activities?

Year 9 - Lachlan Leong
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Spotlight on LearningSpotlight on LearningSpotlight on Learning

This week Kyle and Jenrick have told me about what they are learning in Year 9 Graphics

Topic for the term...

We are learning Lego mini figure designs through 3D modelling and sketching.

Something you have really enjoyed about this unit...

It's really fun getting to know the 3D modelling program "Inventor" and getting to sketch our own

ideas. We love being able to be creative in our work.

Your assessment

Designing and creating lego pieces and putting them together to create a lego mini figure that is 4

times the normal size of a lego piece. This will then be 3D printed.



In March we have had over 40 nominations for our Year 9 Mako of the month. Students are nominated by their

teachers for upholding and displaying our school values of Pride, Passion and Persistence. It gives me great

pleasure to announce the over all award winners

 

        Passion - Mercedez                                          Persistence – Monson                                                    Pride - Pania

Research shows, reviewing notes and completing homework helps students develop study skills, fosters

independence and responsibility and builds positive academic self-image. Here are 4 ways parents and carers

can assist their students to successfully complete homework and study!

1. Create a homework or study zone for your child

2. Keep distractions to a minimum

3. Make sure kids do their own work

4. Be a motivator, ask about assignments, quizzes, and tests
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Year 9 Mako of the MonthYear 9 Mako of the MonthYear 9 Mako of the Month

Learning as a Priority

Junior School Certificate (JCE)

Aiming for 5 or more points per semester to be on track (Behaviour and Effort or a VG or EX

standard will also be taken into account) 

The Junior School Certificate (JCE) is part of the Mako's Journey at Marsden SHS. This certificate is

targeted at our Junior School students. Students on track, at the end of each year, will have an

attendance rate of 92% or above, accumulated 30 points across the three years (10 points at the

end each year) and have completed 5 hours of community engagement this year.

*If students have started Marsden SHS in 2021, they are required to attain a minimum of 10 points

across the course of the year. The same criteria as last year will be used to calculate points and is

outlined below.

• Each subject is worth 1 point if your child achieved a C or higher in that semester

• Attendance must be 92% or above or 100% explained absences is also accepted

• 5 hours community engagement

• Fees paid or payment plan in place



Year 10 - Drew Mitchell

It is important that students are reflecting on their learning and

behaviours from throughout the term to identify areas for

improvement. The Gibbs Reflective Cycle encourages building

individual determination for both learning and behaviours.

Students are about to receive results and need to be reflective to

implement a plan for next term. Their focus should be on using the

information to improve their situation, not letting the information

define where they are at.

Over the past 2 weeks a group of 250+ Year 10 students have

been spoken to about support the Year 10 team is providing in

regards to pursuing a university pathway. The aim of this

program is to support students to make informed decisions in

their subject selection and approach to Senior Schooling.

A number of opportunities such as guest speakers, university

immersion days and workshops will be offered throughout this

year.

 

If this is something that your student is interested in, please

send them to Miss Carnes or Mr Mitchell to discuss further.
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Practicing Reflection Individual Determination

University Pathway Support

Year 10 Value Award WinnersYear 10 Value Award WinnersYear 10 Value Award Winners

Pride - Rhianna

Passion - Zara

Persistence - Te Ariki

Congratulations to the following students who won the second round

of Year 10 Values Awards;

Additionally, well done to the 50 students who were nominated for

these awards.



All students will receive a report card at the end of this term via email to

the parent/guardian email address we have on file. This report is an

interim report for each subject which is not their final grade for Unit 1.

Unit 1 grades will be finalised mid-Term 2 for the majority of subjects.

To successfully complete Unit 1 students need to be achieving a C or

above in their general/applied subjects, OT (on track) or above in their

VET subjects. The first step to improving academic achievement is

ensuring students submit all assessment tasks (drafts and final tasks)

and strive to improve the quality of their submissions once feedback has

been received.

 

Year 11 - Jesse Maclean

All Year 11 students will complete a reflection lesson in MMM on the first day back of Term 2. This is a

perfect opportunity for students to reflect on Term 1 and plan proactively for Term 2. The individual

student profile will also be emailed home in week 1.

Determination!Determination!Determination!

Over the past few weeks there have been a number of incidents where

year 10 students are engaging in physical violence. It is important that

students understand that violence is never an effective strategy. We

encourage students to use adult support to identify non-violent

resolution strategies in order to ensure that no student is being physically

harmed. If students choose to resort to violence please be aware that

consequences will be applied.

During our week 8,Year level parade students were again reminded of the process that is state-wide.

All applications must have supporting documentation and applications are not always approved if

they do not meet the eligibility criteria. More information in regards to QCE and ATAR attainment can

be found here https://myqce.qcaa.qld.edu.au/.
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MMM UPDATE

Violence is Never the Answer

Assessment Variations

https://myqce.qcaa.qld.edu.au/


Date and location - 24th July at Movie World

Ticket price - $135

For an additional $8 on everyone’s ticket (even if you don’t ride) we can open a ride for the first

hour – students have been sent a survey to vote for/against this option

Invites will be distributed early next term and students need to meet the following

requirements:

100% explained attendance

From Monday 15/03/2021 no more then 5 days late to school

Academic on track – including interventions

School fees paid or payment plan in place

Meeting school expectations for behaviour and effort

Submission of all work – including drafts

Family and friends can watch the arrivals but only Year 12 

         Marsden State High School students and staff are invited 

         to enter for the event

With only 9 days left of Term 1 the Year 12's are quickly finishing their

final term of high school. However, the assessment and study plans

are still full speed with students finishing assessment or starting new

units of work for assessment early next term. 

We have had some outstanding results so far this term with a number

of students being put forward for confirmation with full marks on their

first internal assessments. Well done!

 

Year 12 - Aleisha Neumann
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Formal UpdateFormal UpdateFormal Update



 

Sign up for JT Youth Jobs to access employment

opportunities, fortnightly “job alerts” and free

employment tools and resources.
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Deadly @ Marsden

JT Academy Workshop
 

A workshop for students to remember! Zoom call with Johnathan Thurston

 

Students were invited to attend a JT workshop at

school yesterday where students were given the

skills and tools required to help them gain

employment such as mock interviews, filling in

application forms and up skilling their abilities to

gain employment successfully.

 

JT Academy Workshop takes employment back to

basics. Where they simply introduce jobseekers to

jobs! It’s that simple. 

 

JT Youth Jobs is a free service that connects

young and enthusiastic job seekers with job

opportunities, information, and useful employment

resources. 

https://jtyouthjobs.com.au/ 
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Are you up for the challenge? | 48km

Kokoda Challenge 2021Kokoda Challenge 2021Kokoda Challenge 2021

Thank yo
u

Thank yo
u

Thank yo
u

Thank you for the support of our local

community, staff, parents and especially

our sponsors!

A huge congratulations to the Kokoda challenge crew for completing a 25km hike at Daisy Hill in the

wet on Saturday. 

Students and staff have shown a huge commitment this term training every week and attending

70km worth if hiking so far! Well done!
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Job World
Congratulations to the following students who have commenced a

School Based Traineeship.

Seth commenced a Apprenticeship

Certificate III in Engineering -

Fabrication Trade with True Blue

Stainless

Telisha commenced a

Certificate III in Early Childhood

Education and Care with Day

One Eagleby Campus

 Sky commenced a Certificate

III in Early Childhood Education

and Care with Tiggers Place

Early Learning Centre
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Finance Update

Reminder to parents that school doesn't open until 8am unless you have an authorised training

session with a Marsden State High School teacher. The reason for this is that the school is

unsupervised at this time and we cannot guarantee the safety and security of your child. We

understand that buses may drop your child off from 7:30am onwards and if this is the case we

ask that your child be on their best behaviour and exercise caution in every activity on our school

grounds. Stay Safe!

Stay Safe
Stay Safe
Stay Safe

Did you know? Financial assistance is available for representative sport (read more at:

https://marsdenshs.eq.edu.au/support-and-resources/student-services-and-support-

programs/financial-assistance-representative-sport)

Community News

Please note the finance office will be closed last day of Term 1, 1 April 2021.

https://marsdenshs.eq.edu.au/support-and-resources/student-services-and-support-programs/financial-assistance-representative-sport
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We are grateful for the support of our local community, staff, parents and especially our partners and

sponsors who work tirelessly behind the scenes to make our school a strong, united family. Be sure to

support those who support us!

 

Contact Paul Eaton via phone 0431 599 568 or email peato8@eq.edu.au to discuss opportunities to

promote your brand across our extensive school community.


