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From the Principal  
 

Proud to be one of Australia’s 
LEADING Schools…  
 

“Kevin & Julia Drop in @ Marsden with $1.97m” 
 
WELCOME BACK EVERYONE!  I trust everyone had 
a great break – the holidays were interrupted by a 
fantastic announcement for Marsden…Going to school 
during the holidays isn't something many students 
would see themselves doing, but then it's not every 
day they get to meet the Prime Minister Kevin Rudd 
and hear that their school has scored a $1.97 million 
new WORLD CLASS science centre.  
 
Thank you to the dozen students and staff who 
welcomed Prime Minister Kevin Rudd and Deputy 
Prime Minister Julia Gillard on June 30. The Prime 
Minister and his Deputy were at our school to 
announce funding for the first stage of the Science and 
Language Centres for 21st Century Secondary 
Schools program, part of the Federal Government's 
Building the Education Revolution initiative. Marsden 
State High School received more than $1.9 million to 
build a new science centre.  
 
A special thank you to Trevor Jones (Head of 
Department – Science) who was instrumental in 
writing the initial application.  
  

 
Prime Minister Kevin Rudd meets students from Marsden 
State High School during a visit to announce funding for 
science and language centres in Queensland schools. 
 
Over the next 12 months Marsden SHS will be at the 
forefront of the Education Revolution with several 
multi-million dollar world class projects being 
undertaken - we are currently negotiating for ONE 
project manager to oversee the construction of the 
Science Centre $1.97, the Trade Training Centre 

$1.5m, Library refurbishment $653 000 and new 
shade shelters/seating for students worth $200 000 .  
 

 
Marsden Science HEAD Trevor Jones discusses the new 
Science Centre with Deputy PM Julia Gillard @ Marsden. 
 

MAD @ Marsden…   
I am also pleased to announce that Bankwest , our 
corporate partner, has agreed to develop a STUDENT 
LEADERSHIP CENTRE/CONCEPT @ Marsden called 

MAD – Making 
A Difference . 
This initiative 
aims to 

empower 
students who are committed to making a difference in 
their school and local community. We have a genuine 
relationship with Bankwest which has been 
strengthened even further this year as a result of the 
work of Marg Williams and the School Captains with 
Steve Stone from Bankwest. We will be working with 
interested staff, students and Bankwest to develop this 
exciting concept further throughout this semester and 
actually CREATE the CENTRE. My initial thoughts are 
to transform the SPACE/COURTYARD near Senior 
Schooling in B Block into the Centre.  
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A SUPER Team… 
�  A special welcome to Bindi Winterbourn  – Bindi is 

acting in Sue Leicester’s position as Deputy Principal 
for term 3 and joins us from Bundamba SHS. 

 
�  Welcome also to Pam Ruddell (currently HPE Head 

of Department) who will be acting in the newly 
created fifith Deputy Principal position starting from 
this week). 

 
 
 
 
 
 

[Insert Photo of Admin team] 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Always Pushing the Boundaries – 
when is a senior jersey not a 
jersey?… 
When it’s a jumper of course! Breaking with tradition and 
involving students in the design concept the Year 12 
graduating class of 2009 are sporting what is believed to be 
Queensland’s first “graduation jumper”. Congratulations ! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Year 10 into 11 Subject Selection Evening 
– Tuesday 4 August 2009 in Norton Sport 
Centre… 
  
YEAR 10 SUBJECT SELECTION PRE-REQUISITES 
Current Year 10 students will be choosing subjects for their 
Senior Phase of Learning [Years 11-12] shortly. To provide 
the best possible outcomes for our students, entry into OP 
subjects will require meeting of certain pre-requisites. 
  
In the past many students have chosen their subjects poorly; 
resulting in their inability to meet QCE requirements, 
frequent change of subjects and poor academic performance. 
The table below outlines the pre-requisites. A Year 10 
student will not be able to enroll in specific subjects unless 
they meet the requirements. 
   
Subject selection will take place in August and it is essential  
that students work hard in Semester I. Unless they have 
passed the required subjects, they will have to make 
alternative choices. 
Should you have questions about the process, please 
contact Mr Jeff Barnett [Deputy Principal] or Ms Zdravka 
Grepl [Head Senior Schooling]. 

 
AUTHORITY SUBJECT OFFERINGS –OP    PRE-REQUISITES 

English  ‘C’ or better in  Year 10 English 

Mathematics A ‘B’ or better in Year 10 Core Maths 

Mathematics B  ‘C’ or better in Year 10 Extension Maths 

Mathematics C  ‘B’ or better in Year 10 Extension Maths 

Accounting  ‘C’ or better in  Year 10 English 
‘C’ or better in Year 10 Maths preferred  

Ancient History  ‘C’ or better in  Year 10 English 

Visual Art  ‘C’ or better in Year 10 Art AND/OR  
‘C’ or better Year 10 English 

Biology  

‘B’ or better in Year 10 Introduction to Senior 
Science OR 
‘C’ or better in Year 10 Bio-Chemical Science AND 
‘C’ or better in  Year 10 English 

B C T ‘C’ or better in  Year 10 English 

Chemistry  

‘C’ in Year 10 Bio-Chemical Science AND/OR 
‘C’ or better in Year 10 Physical Science 
‘C’ or better in Year 10 Mathematics AND 
‘C’ or better in  Year 10 English 

Chinese  Native speaker OR study of Mandarin Chinese in 
Years 9 and 10 

Dance  ‘D’ or better in Year 10 English 

Drama  ‘D’ or better in Year 10 English 

Film, Television 
& New Media ‘C’ or better in  Year 10 English 

Geography ‘C’ or better in  Year 10 English 
Graphics None 
Health 
Education 

‘C’ or better in  Year 10 English 

Home 
Economics 

‘C’ or better in Year 10 English 

I P T ‘C’ or better in Year 10 Maths 
Information 
Technology 
Studies 

‘C’ or better in Year 10 English AND 
‘C’ or better in Year 10 Maths 

Legal Studies ‘C’ or better in Year 10 English 

Modern History ‘C’ or better in Year 10 English 
Multi Strand 
Science 

‘C’ or better in any Year 10 Science subject AND 
‘C’ or better in Year 10 English 

Music ‘C’ or better in Year 10 Music 

Physical 
Education  

‘C’ or better in Year 10 HPE 

Physics 

‘C’ or better in Year 10 Physical Science 
‘B’ or better in Year 10 Core Mathematics OR 
‘C’ or better in Year 10 Extension Maths AND 
‘C’ or better in Year 10 English 

 

Holiday Projects Set in Concrete…  
You will notice that we have completed 
several small projects during the break…   
 
1. Concreting near Gym / SEU  – this area as 
you know required serious attention…it was 

yukky ! 
2. Concreting at front of Admin/Footpath  – this was 
just a dirt area when kids lined up for the buses…yukky  too!  
3. Covered area at Home Ec  – funded by Home Ec from 
the Shake Shop…looks yummy ! 
4. New Sick room and Storage room at Admin …just 
needed extra space…simple !  
 
We will be looking at replacing more desks / chairs this 
term, and will endeavour to continue to lift the 
standards of our facilities and grounds. 
 
Regards, 

���������	�
Alan Jones 
Principal 
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Science Department News, July 2009 …  
 
Rio Tinto Big Science Competition  
The results of this competition held in May have been 
received. There were 34 students across all year 
levels who took part in the competition and 14 of these 
gained certificates of either distinction or credit. 
 
Certificates of Distinction 
Nicholas Hamilton (Yr 8) 
Chris Um (Yr 9) 
Madlen Robinson (Yr 11) 
Adele Bube (Yr 12) 
 
Certificates of Credit 
Crystal Coupland (Yr 8) 
Harley Laing-Dipple (Yr 9) 
Tyler Basher (Yr 9) 
Jackson Pressick (Yr 9) 
Ashley Blanch (Yr 10) 
Jason Karan-Cole (Yr 10) 
Mark Bowman (Yr 10) 
Simone Jones (Yr 11) 
Damaris Mocan (Yr 12) 
Yuki Valasi (Yr 12) 
 
Congratulations to these students of a great effort. 
 
Science & Engineering Challenge …  
 
On Wednesday 15th July, twenty-seven of our Yr 10 
science students took part in this annual competition 
held at the Insports Centre at Cornubia.  
The students worked in groups of 3-4 on a range of 
different problem solving activities such designing a 
catapult, constructing a bridge from balsa wood to 
span a gap over which a heavy weigh had to travel, 
designing and building a model house to withstand 
wind, water and forces in Antarctic conditions, design 
the sails on a model boat etc. 
While none of our teams were successful in winning 
individual activities the students had fun and learnt a 
lot about working together to solve problems using the 
skills they have gained in science. 
 

Intermediate Music Camp  … 
 
During the last week of term 2, musicians from across 
the district were chosen to be part of the Logan-Albert 
Beaudesert Intermediate Music Camp at Kingston 
College. Marsden High was lucky enough to have ten 
students take part in this event: Charmaine Stewart, 
Tiffany Pe, Chris Benjes, Sarah Harrison, Karra Evans, 
Shannon Windon, Ronald Pe, Jessica Harris, Tyrian 
Fletcher and Sarah Mole. 
  
During the four days, these talented instrumentalists 
were involved in intense rehearsals in many 
ensembles and choral groups, culminating in a 
spectacular concert to a full audience on Thursday 
night at the Sleeman Sports Centre in Chandler. Not 
only did these students do our school proud at this 
event through playing and singing, but our seniors 
Jessica, Sarah and Tyrian were given the opportunity 
to conduct an ensemble each, and were extremely 
professional and successful. 
 
Congratulations to all the students and staff involved, 
and thanks to the parents for your support and 
encouragement. 

Congratulations to Year 12 Music students, Violinist 
Sarah Mole and Clarinettist Jessica Harris who have 
been accepted into the State Honours Ensemble 
Program 2009. The State Honours Ensemble Program 
brings together the finest young musicians throughout 
the state, under a team of eminent international and 
national conductors. This is a well respected program 
that has developed a reputation amongst teachers and 
students throughout Queensland. 
Thank you to Mrs Hitchens and Ms Flemming for 
nominating the girls and to all the Instrumental Music 
Teachers who have guided the girls over the last few 
years. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The big date is fast approaching!   
 

 
  Student Tickets: $100 

Parents & Friends Hour: $20 
 Final payment date 02/09/09 

More Information: 
http://marsdenshs.eq.edu.au/wcmss/ 

index.php/Business-and-Information-Technology/Formal.html 

 
 
Key Term 3 Dates…  

Date Activity 
Tuesday 04 August �  Subject Selection Evening 

�  Yr 11/12 MSC Field Trip 
Wednesday 05 August �  District Sport Finals 

�  P & C General Meeting 
Friday 07 August  �  Yr 11/12 MSC Field Trip 

�  Yr 11/12 Tourism excursion 
�  Yr 10/11 PE excursion 

Monday 10 August �  RNA Show Holiday 
Wednesday 12 August �  Student Free Day 
Friday 14 August �   Yr 10 Hospitality program 

�   District Athletics 
Monday 17 August - 
Wednesday 19 August 

�   Yr 11/12 Hospitality at 
Seaworld  

Tuesday 01September 
– Wed 02 September 

�   QCS Test  
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FOOTBALL PROGRAM UPDATE …  
Recently three of our Football Program students were 
involved in the U/15 State Football Championships as 
part of the Metropolitan East team. Jamie Rivett and 
Brent Dawson were integral members of the boys 
squad that finished second in the championships. Both 
players played exceptionally well throughout the four 
day tournament and were major contributors in their 
team's successful campaign. 

 
Summer Dickson was 
captain of the girls 
Metropolitan East team 
and was a key member 
of a team  that was 
knocked out in the semi 
finals. She played 
extraordinarily well all 
through the tournment 
scoring goals at vital 
times and standing out as 
the most outstanding 
player in a talented team.  

 
Summer capped an excellent tournament by being 
named in the inaugaral U/15 State Schoolgirls team. 
  
All players conducted themselves impeccably 
throughout the championships and were excellent 
ambassadors for Marsden State High School and the 
Football Program. 
 
A Watt 
Football coordinator 
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Joy Xavier – Youth Health Nurse is at Marsden State High School 
Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays 

Change of UNIFORM SHOP Hours  
 
UNIFORM SHOP now open : 
Tuesdays and Thursdays 8.00am – 1.15pm
    2.45 – 3.30pm 
Sports shirts, sports shorts, tailored shorts are now all available. 
 
     Thank you 


