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| From the Principal

Are you MAD @ marsden?

| am excited by the level of activity being driven by
students across the school:

Last Thursday students with potential to Make A
Difference (MAD) @ marsden worked with 14
Bankwest Mentors and the Yr Level Coordinators to
further their skills. Thank you to Marg Williams for
leading this initiative and to the Yr Co’s for your
enthusiasm — this is part of my vision to create a
Bankwest Foundation @ marsden for students with
potential to make a difference (MAD @ marsden)

Last Friday the sports hall was buzzing with the
genuine excitement of the Talent Quest. It was great
to see so many students in the hall having fun. Thank
you to Karina Bray for leading this initiative — the gold
coin donation ensured valuable funds were raised for
students.

On Monday the Sports Captains initiated with P&C
approval a gold coin donation for State of Origin
Colours Day.
It is great to see students actively involved and making
a difference @ marsden. See the PULSE student
newsletter for more details and pictures of MAD
activities @ marsden...
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Appointments & Farewell...
Congratulations to Cherie Smith who has been
appointed permanently to the position of Head of
Department — The Arts.
Congratulations to Vicki Barnes who will act as
Deputy Principal for Sue Leicester throughout Term 3
— best wishes to Sue for a relaxing and well earned
long service leave break in Europe.
Farewell and a sincere thank you to Martina who
finishes up on the student free day to return to
Croatia.

Changes Afoot...

As part of our ongoing commitment to provide a world
class education system at Marsden SHS we are
constantly reviewing our curriculum to ensure the best
possible outcomes for students. As a result of
consultations with staff and students over the past
term, we are proposing a change to the current
curriculum structure for Year 11 and 12 students. The
proposal is as follows:

- Summary — Students will NO longer undertake Year
11 and 12 PDT classes, they will be given the
privilege of a flexible timetable which allows them
more time to manage their studies. This means that
they will be able to leave school at 1pm either on a
Wednesday or a Thursday. NB:- Students will only
leave on 1 of the afternoons not both. The school will
provide a supervised study session for those
students who wish to remain at school during this
time. Students sitting the QCS Test will need to
remain and undertake the preparation program. This
proposal has NO impact on their curriculum time for
subjects — these will remain the same.

- Wednesday :- Year 11 and 12 will undertake
interschool sport or leave at 1pm or undertake
proposed programs/remain to complete non
submitted assessment.

- Thursday :- Year 11 and 12 will undertake fitness
sport or leave at 1pm or undertake proposed
programs/remain to complete non submitted
assessment

We believe these proposed changes will allow
students greater flexibility to manage their increasing
demands and allow them extra time for balancing their
study, sporting, cultural, work and travel commitments.
This will have NO impact upon Year 8/9/10 students —
they will continue in normal lessons. Students and
parents have been given an opportunity to provide
feedback and the proposed changes will kick in from
the start of next term.
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Ezekiel Clifford Excels...

Ezekiel Clifford commenced his school-based
apprenticeship in February 2008 with Q Build.

He attends work two days each week and has worked
on a number of projects including building decks,
fences and screens for Housing Commission homes in
the Marsden and Loganlea areas.

Ezekiel continually receives excellent comments from
his employer regarding his work ethic and dedication
to his school-based apprenticeship.

The following comment was received in the last report
from his supervisor: “Ezekiel is a well mannered
young man who is hard working. He fits in well
with his workmates. He is a credit to himself and

his school”.

Semester 1 09 Almost Bites the
Dust — The Verdict?

You will have by now noticed that we are embarking
on a whole school external painting program through
Q-Build, with the aim that ALL buildings will be
externally painted by the end of the year. | have also
signed off on several Q-Build projects including $18
000 worth of concreting for the areas around the
Gym/muddy/dirt pathway to the oval, front apron of
the school, new school block wall entrance AND
$9500 for the construction of a much needed
storeroom/new sickbay on the pathway between
student services and admin.

Semester 1 Reports were completed by teachers on
Tuesday afternoon — these will be distributed to ALL
students at the start of next semester on Tuesday 14
July. Parent/teacher interviews will be held on
Monday 20 July 3.00 — 6.00pm.

Thank you to parents and caregivers for your
continued support of this great school throughout
Semester 1 2009 — your support of our HIGH
EXPECTATIONS culture of Learning, Behaviour &
Uniform ensures that your child is able to achieve
their maximum potential. | would like to wish all
students and staff a safe and relaxing winter
vacation...please take the time to enjoy it with
family and great friends...thanks for a great
semester 1 @ marsden...school resumes for ALL

students on Tuesday 14 July.

Our vision:
Empowering Individuals  Expanding Horizons  Creating
Futures

MISSION
Our daily purpose ...

Individuals accepting accountability for...modelling a culture
of consistency, high expectations (teaching & learning,
behaviour, uniform) and continuous improvement to enhance
the outcomes and positive reputation of Marsden SHS as the
comprehensive secondary school of choice within the
community.

Have we empowered individuals, expanded
horizons and created futures?

There is no doubt that we are the comprehensive
secondary school of choice in Logan City -
enrolments have increased by approximately 80
students since Day 8 with our current enrolment
being 1692 — three weeks ago we made an official
application for an Enrolment Management Plan (EMP)
capping the school at our capacity of 1679 students
across 84 classrooms.

Regards,

Alan Jones
Principal

Year 12 Accounting ...

The year 12 Accounting students met with prominent
Business Leaders at the 2009 'Meet the Business Leader'
seminar hosted by The Institute of Chartered Accountants in
Australia. This event was a fantastic opportunity for students
to connect with highly successful and inspirational leaders in
the business world. It also provided the students with an
opportunity to gain a perspective of a real career in
accounting. An exciting part of the event was the cadetship
positions on offer from leading chartered accounting
employers such as KPMG to start in 2010. These cadetships
are an excellent opportunity for the students to work part-
time whilst studying a Bachelor of Business or Commerce at
University.
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Film and TV Excursion ...

On Tuesday 2 June, year 11 Film, Television and New
Media students filmed the STARS Community event at
Trinder Park Rest Home.

STARS community project is about empowering
women who have suffered through adversity and
overcome life’'s limitations. As part of their
development and progress they chose to ‘bridge the
generation gap’ and perform in front of a live audience
at Trinder Park Rest Home

Students were asked to film the event making a live
recording and memento which they will edit as a
polished DVD production and present to the
performers at a later stage.

Ms Smith, Film and TV teacher helped students to film
at work stations with four cameras capturing shots that
created positive representations of the women’s
experiences. She said, ‘this is an excellent opportunity
for our students to have a ‘real’ world filming
experience and understand the pressure of creating a
piece for an audience.’

The students had a very positive experience and
performed extremely well under pressure. They were a
credit to the school, their families and themselves.

Cherie Smith
Acting HOD — The Arts

Dance Workshop 09 ...

This year saw the traditional ‘Dance Camp’ become
‘Dance Workshops 09'. Fifty senior dance students
spent two days at the Metro Arts Centre in Brisbane
working with well-known choreographers and their
hard working dance teacher, Mr Newton.

The students learnt three dances over the two days
including a hip hop dance, contemporary dance and a
Michael Jackson medley. The highlight of the two days
was being able to work with choreographer, Claire
Marshall who has created performances for people like
the John Butler Trio, Powderfinger, Savage Garden
and George Michael.

Notable performances came from Joey lItong and
Sopheam Scanlan who were almost hitting the roof
with an awesome lift and flip in their ‘hip hop style’
battle, Saige Bryan rockin’ it with her hip hop
performance, Jessica Whitby for ripping up the
wooden floor with her toenail (of which, had to be
removed by a doctor on Saturday morning, Natalie
Oprea for her awesome ‘booty shakin’ and Caleb
Andrews for his high flying ‘fruit bat’.

The two days were enjoyed by all and we look forward
to seeing their performances at this year’s Arts Night in
October.

Thank you to Mr Newton, Mrs Bray and Miss
Richardson for organizing this event and to the
students who attended for making it a thoroughly
enjoyable experience.
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Key Term 3 Dates...

Monday 13 July Student Free Day
Tuesday 14 July Term 3 resumes
Reports handed out
Monday 20 July Parent teacher evening
3.00 - 6.00pm

HOMEWORK HELP
Do you need help with your homework?
The library is open every Wednesday
until 4.30pm. Computers are available.

Change of UNIFORM SHOP Hours

UNIFORM SHOP now open :
Tuesdays and Thursdays 8.00am — 1.15pm
2.45 — 3.30pm

Sports shirts, sports shorts, tailored shorts are now all available.

Please check at the Uniform Shop if you have a layby or still
waiting on uniform orders.

Thank vou

Met East Cross Country ...

On Thursday the 4™ of June, 15 students competed at
the Metropolitan East Cross Country Trials at
Capalaba College. Despite the extremely wet
conditions, all students performed at their best and
represented our school with pride. These students
include:

Mitchell Stenholm (13 yrs)
Jeremy Turpin (14yrs)
Thomas Slater (14 yrs)
Jonathon Boon (14 yrs)
Jason Karan-Cole (15 yrs)
Jacob Eichner-Dunn (15yrs)
Scott Shepherd (16yrs)
Lucas Stenholm (16yrs)
Troy Manning (Open)
Ashleigh Crook (14 yrs)
Cheryse Newton (14 yrs)
Elizabeth Shepherd (14 yrs)
Jayme Wheildon (14 yrs)
Rebecca Berry (14 yrs)
April Gleeson (15 yrs)

Rebecca Berry and Troy Manning were successful in
gaining a position on the Metropolitan East Team and
they will compete at the state championships in
Toowoomba on the 26" and 27" of July. We wish
them the best of luck!

Sara Menzies
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