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| From the Principal

World Class Digital Library for Marsden...

On the back of our successful $1.5m for the Trade Training
Centre (tenders being called in April), | am pleased to
announce that we have been successful through the State
Schools of Tomorrow Classroom Renewal program to
receive:

$653 250 to upgrade the school’s Library and create a
“digital learning network” across the school (cabli ng
classrooms, multi-media projectors).

I am in the process of setting up a Library Working Party to
manage the $653 000 library/digital classroom renewal
funding. As part of this process we have employed
Australia’s leading library consultant Kevin Hennah — Kevin
is based in Sydney and will visit us for one full day on
28 May. Kevin will provide us with some expert ideas for the
library’s redevelopment. If you would like to part of this
exciting working party please register your interest with Ms
Shirley Birrell (Librarian)...our guiding question is:

What can a world class digital library for the upoM Century”
be like @ marsden? Exciting possibilities...

Fastest in Queensland...

I am pleased to advise parents and students that our
school’s internet connection has been
upgraded from BDSL 1500 kbps to GWIP 4096 kbps. What
does this mean? Marsden SHS has the fastest possible
internet speed available in Queensland state high schools.

2009 Cultural Culinary Challenge - HTA
Rising Chefs of The Future...

Congratulations to four of our senior students who competed
in the recent Chefs of the Future competition held at the
Brisbhane Convention and Exhibition Centre on your
outstanding achievements.

Silver Medal Winners
Sharnna Rehbein & Rebecca Craker

Menu: Saffron Infused Barramundi on a Potato Gratin Tower
Citrus Lemon Tart with Passionfruit jelly and a salted white
chocolate shard
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Merit Award
Eileen Tangatakere & Victoria Oostenbrink

Cultural Culinary Challe
29 - 31 March 2009

‘Organised by Austalan Cunary Federaton|
1 concton wah

Menu: Proscuitto wrapped Barramundi with a white bean stew and
potato parsnip puree
Hazelnut tower with pear, caramel sauce and minted strawberry
salsa

Also competing at the same time were barista competitors,
Year 10 students — Anthony Creighton, Marlee Scully, Tahlia
Dreier, Brenden Eagle, Vanessa Kay. All were all merit
award winners.

How did your child go?...

Term 1 reports will be issued to all students before the
holidays. The reports are in a new format which we believe
will give you powerful information about your child’'s progress.
The reports reflect your child’'s commitment to learning
throughout Term 1 2009. | encourage you to take the time to
sit down with your son or daughter and discuss the results
on the report card. | have reproduced the questions from our
newsletter in 2008 to help you frame some of the
conversations with your child:

What does this report card say? What story does it tell
about how you have worked over the past 10 weeks?
What is the best thing about your results?

Is this the very best you can do? If not, how can you
improve? What do you need to focus on in order to achieve
higher?

What would a potential employer say about your report
card?

Are you proud of your report card? Why? Why not?

Parent/Teacher Evening...

Parent/Teacher interviews will be held on Tuesday 28 April
starting at 3:00pm. An Interview Request sheet will be
distributed to all students with their reports. Students must
approach their classroom teacher personally to make an
appointment. | encourage all parents and caregivers to
attend the Parent/Teacher interviews so you can talk
personally with your child’s teachers and ask questions
about their learning. If you have not received an Interview
Request sheet from your child, copies are available from the
office or can be downloaded from the school’s website.
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I know that some families are unable to attend this
important evening, however, parent/teacher intervie  ws
are not confined to such nights — parents and careg ivers
can make appointments at anytime throughout the yea r
to discuss your child’s learning progress.

School Spirit & Symbolism @marsden...

| have been extremely impressed with our school captains
who have been planning their priorities for the 2009 school
year. There are several things they want to achieve but
essentially their focus is on creating a “sense of community”:

School Flag Competition — open to all year levels to
design a Marsden SHS flag which will fly proudly on the
newly renovated flag poll at the front of the school and be
used at inter-school competitions and awards ceremonies.

School Song Competition —  competition to write the
words for the school song of Marsden SHS.

House Spirit — the P&C approved a “house colours day” to
raise awareness of HOUSE colours, competition and spirit.
This was held on Monday 6 April (ALL school uniform rules
in relation to jewellery, hair styles still applied — students
MUST have had covered shoes, NO singlets or mid-riffs
showing). The school houses are: Border (GREEN), Kenny
(YELLOW), Wickham (BLUE) and Lewis (RED).

| applaud the efforts of the captains in having a v ision,
taking a risk and wanting to build a sense of commu nity.

ANZAC Day Parade...

On Thursday 23 April in the Norton Sports Centre at
10:20am, starting with the formal parade of dignitaries, the
school community will pause to reflect upon the importance
of ANZAC Day. Thank you to the Performing Arts
Department for your great work in organising this special
ceremony. Parents and caregivers are invited to attend this
ceremony.

On 25 April every year Australians commemorate Anzac Day.

It is Australia's sacred day. This morning gives our school
community an opportunity to reflect upon the Australian
legend - today is about remembering the fallen and the
“triumphs against the odds, of courage and ingenuity in
adversity. It is a legend of free and independent spirits
whose discipline derived less from military formalities and
customs than from the bonds of mateship and the demands

of necessity”.
LEST WE FORGET

Welcome...
Congratulations to Cherie Smith (from
Craigslea SHS) who has been appointed to
the position of Acting HOD — The Arts .
Cherie is an experienced teacher and has
undertaken two extensive stints as acting
HOD in previous schools — Cherie officially started on
Thursday 02 April. A special thank you to Diana Furlan
who has done an outstanding job in leading The Arts
over the past 9 weeks. We welcome Cherie to the Marsden
SHS community.

GriffChem & GriffPhys...

Congratulations to Trevor Jones (Head of Department —
Science) who recently signed an agreement with Griffith
University and Marsden SHS to deliver a Griffith University
GriffChemistry and Griff Physics program to selected Year
11 and 12 students. Students who over the two years of
engagement whilst studying at Marsden SHS will receive,
upon application, specified credit for the specific Griffith
University science courses.

This is an exciting initiative for our students — if you would
like to find out more please contact Trevor Jones.

Deputy Principal Lou Oberholzer signing the important agreement
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Cold Chill in the Air...

With winter rapidly approaching it is timely to clarify the
expectations of the winter uniform. Jackets, sweaters and
vests are now available from the uniform shop. As per our
policy ONLY Marsden SHS approved jackets, sweaters and
vests can be worn.

Please Note the following clothing articles are
UNACCEPTABLE... beanies; scarves; denim jeans;
cargo pants; track pants, long-sleeved undershirts,

undershirts/singlets which can be seen.

Once again | would like to thank you for your continued
support in relation to maintaining HIGH STANDARDS of
uniform and personal appearance. Help us by “checking”
your child’s uniform before they leave home in the morning —
it will allow us to focus more of our valuable time on learning
instead of “fashion”.

P & C ASSOCIATION...

Our Annual General Meeting was held on Wednesday 1
April 2009. Congratulations to the elected committee:

President — Mrs Michelle Campbell
Secretary - Ms Helen Shipperlee
Treasurer - Mrs Rhonda Wells

Vice President - Mrs Wendy Cameron
QCPCA Representative - Mrs Kaye Reinke

A very big thank you to several long standing members who
have contributed enormously over many, many years to
make Marsden SHS the great school that it is:

Robyn Sharry (Secretary from 2002 to 2009)

Margaret (Uniform Shop Convenor from 1989 to 2009)

Thank you to Robyn and Margaret for your wonderful
commitment and support over the years — you will be missed.
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Next P & C meeting: Wednesday 6 May 2009 at 3.30pm
The committee extends an invitation to the school
community to attend the monthly P & C meetings, which are
held on the first Wednesday of each month, in the Banksia
Room at the Belinda Aitken Community Centre at Marsden
High. Meetings are friendly and informal and are a forum for
parents and care givers to have input into matters that affect
their students at the school.

Regards
Alan Jones
Principal

NB: School resumes for ALL students on Tuesday 21
April.

a

Jamie Rivett

| have been playing football since |

was 9 years old. | am currently

playing for Redlands United Soccer

Clubs under 15 BJL side. Last year | was selected in the
Under 14 Queensland Futsal side and through this | was
identified as one of the top 5 players at the National
Competition in Melbourne.

This year | am going on a tour of the United Kingdom,
representing Australia in Futsal. You can check updates on
my progress in my travel journal on the Marsden State High
School website.

Summer Dickson

2009 is my ninth year of football. |
am currently playing in the
Womens Premier State League
for Mt Gravatt Football Club. Last
year | was selected in the Under
15 Metropolitan East girls’ team
and hope to be selected again

this year.

This follows my selection in the Brisbane Tornadoes under
13 and 14 teams and the Centre of Excellence for Football
Queensland.

School Captains’ Report

Hey All

Firstly, we'd like to thank everyone who supported our house
colour free dress day and came in their colours to support
their house! Good work!

Just as a refresher — because we're sure everyone knows by
now! — here’s a brief bit of info about each house.

Wickham — BLUE - represented by swimmer, Tracy Wickham
Border — GREEN - represented by cricketer, Allan Border
Lewis — RED - represented by footballer, Wally Lewis

Kenny — YELLOW - represented by swimmer, Lisa Currie-Kenny

We look forward to the next house spirit day!

And on another note, get in your entries for the school song
and flag competltlon before it's too late! Remember,
Wednesday the 8" of April at the end of second break is the
deadline!

Don’t be the one who left it too late and missed out on the
chance of winning an IPOD TOUCH!

Keep the spirit up guys!

From your school captains,
Jess and Namu

@marsden.i......Get Active!

The Get Active Carnival is on again! — 1% Friday after the
holidays!

The full day carnival includes two (2) events for ALL
students - the School Cross Country and the Get Active
Program . Middle (Year 8 & 9) and Senior school (Years 10,
11 & 12) students will compete in BOTH events at
SEPARATE times throughout the day.

The Sport Captains have helped Miss Williams design a new
Cross Country course for 2009. Mr McPherson has hired
the 22-seater bus again to test your strength and there will
be plenty of other physical activities to challenge you and
your friends.

Start training over the holidays and get your crazy House
Colours sorted out! ‘Get Active’ prizes are up for grabs — all
you have to do is ‘have a go'.

What: @marsden.i ....Get Active
(School Cross Country + ‘Get Active’
Program = Full school day event )

Where: Marsden SHS (Cross Country course,
Sports Centre & Top Oval)

When: Friday the 24 ™ of April
8.40am — 2.45pm

Uniform: Competition house colours are
encouraged!

Wickham — Blue Kenny — Yellow
Lewis — Red Border - Green

A detailed event program will be distributed after the
holidays to all students and parents.

Miss Williams
HPE
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About Oaktree ...

The Oaktree Foundation is an aid and development
organisatrion run entirely by volunteers under 26.
Oaktree is doing something real about poverty.

At Oaktree, we raise awareness in the community by
running programs and events, we lobby the
government and we fundraise for our overseas
people.

Oaktree’s mission is to empower developing
communities through education in a way that is
sustainable.

... Oaktree 2009 April Schools’ Conference ...

The Oaktree Foundation, Australia’s first entirely youth run
aid and development organisation is inviting young leaders
to take part in the April conference to help create a
generation of aware people who will take action on global
issues.

As young people of today we have for the first time the
means and the technology to overcome some of the world’s
greatest problems.

The Millenium Development Goals (MDGs) provide a
framework for eradicating poverty. However, the necessary
targets are not being met.

One of the MDG's is to achieve universal access to
HIV/AIDs medication by 2010 and to have halted the spread
of HIV/AIDs by 2015. With the disease still ravaging Sub-
Saharan Africa, and the medication still largely inaccessible,
this is looking unlikely unless we act together, and act now.

All that is needed is inspired individuals equipped with the
knowledge and motivation to take action.

We invite students who are interested in aid and
development issues to attend our inter-school conference.
The conference is aimed to empower students to take action
in matters of social justice. The day will involve passionate
young speakers, exciting and educational multi-media
presentations and interactive activities to engage and
challenge the students to become young leaders.

Conference details —

When: Thursday 30 April
Where: Marsden State High School
Cost: $10 per student

Students from Marsden State High School
meet every Thursday in the Waratah Room at

2" preak.
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