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From the Principal  
 
Enrolments Rise in 09…  
Marsden’s reputation as the comprehensive secondary 
school of choice has been strengthened this year with our 
enrolments climbing to 1632 students. We have a record 
number of Year 8 students at 406 and have increased our 
teaching staff by 1.5 teachers. The new uniform looks stylish 
and sets a great platform for the future. 
 
Marsden continues to enjoy an excellent reputation and 
demonstrates outstanding achievements across the 
academic, cultural, citizenship and sporting areas. I am 
proud to say that we have outstanding staff who have 
contributed much to the lives of our students over the years. 
1632 enrolments provides students with many new, 
comprehensive and exciting opportunities for participation.  
 
University of Queensland and Marsden… 
(A) Marsden has extended its programs this year by teaming 
up with the University of Queensland for the 2009 Enhanced 
Studies Program. This program provides high achieving 
Marsden students with an opportunity to extend their studies 
in an area of interest and to “test drive” University life. 
Students accepted into the program can study one 
University course during Year 12.  Congratulations to Year 
12 student and school captain Adele Bube who has been 
accepted into this exciting program. 
 
 
 

 
 
Adele will combine school at Marsden with her studies in 
Psychology at UQ. 
 
(B) Congratulations  to 2008 Dux and OP1 graduate Wesley 
Ford who was awarded and has accepted one of the 
prestigious University of Queensland Academic Scholarships. 
 
 
 
 

Wesley started at 
Marsden SHS in Year 8 
2004 and we are all very 
proud of his outstanding 
achievements – he will 
start his Bachelor of 
Engineering at UQ next 
month. 

 
�
�
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Gold, Silver & Bronze ��
Congratulations to the numerous students across Years 8 – 
12 who were recently awarded an academic prize/badge for 
their  achievements during Semester 2 2008. At the end of 
each semester students who achieve at a high level in their 
chosen subjects will be able to attain a range of 
awards/badges: 
 
GOLD Academic Award - Predominately As 
SILVER Academic Award - Combination A/Bs 
BRONZE Academic Award - Straight Bs 
 
These awards are great incentive for students to 
perform at their very best. They also demonstrate t o 
potential employers a real work ethic and commitmen t 
to excellence . 

 
NEW SRC & Leadership Focus @ Marsden ��
We are excited to launch the new Student Representative 
Council (SRC) in 2009. The SRC led by Karina Bray will 
form the voice “student government” at Marsden SHS to 
ensure that students are involved in the school’s future. 
 
Congratulations to the newly appointed SRC Executive – 
 
President – Corbin Stokes 
Vice President – Eileen Tangatakere 
Secretary – Nerah Bee 
Treasurer – Yuki Valasi 
 

 
Nerah Bee, Corbin Stokes, Eileen Tangatakere, Yuki Valasi 
 
 
With the new SRC we also launch our new STUDENT 
LEADERSHIP LEVELS. Any students from Year 8 to 12 who 
have been actively involved in extra-curricular activities are 
encouraged to apply: 
 
�  Year 8 students can apply for level 1 leadership 
�  Year 9 students can apply for levels 1 and 2 
�  Year 10 students can apply for levels 1,2 and 3 
�  Year 11 students can apply for levels 1,2,3 and 4 
�  Year 12 students can apply for levels 1,2,3 and 4 
 
For more information please visit our website and click on 
the Our Community  then Student Council & Leadership  
tabs. 
�
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Everyday Counts @ marsden…  
Every Day Counts is a statewide initiative addressing the 
issue of student attendance at school. The initiative is 
designed to change parent, community and student attitudes 
to school attendance. It requires the support of both parents 
and the community if student attendance is to be 
successfully addressed. Every Day Counts promotes key 
messages: 
 

�  all children should be enrolled at school and attend on 
every school day  

�  truanting can place a student in unsafe situations and 
impact on their future employability and life choices  

�  attendance at school is the responsibility of everyone in 
the community.  

 
Research  shows that higher rates of attendance at school 
are related to higher achievement. 
 
It is widely recognised that attendance problems are best 
managed by early identification and intervention .  At 
Marsden SHS this year we are focussed upon monitoring 
student attendance and alerting families through early 
identification. We need your support – when was the last 
time you dropped into school and asked for an attendance 
print-out?  REMEMBER: 
 
@marsden.i – arrive on time with all the right tool s 
 

 
 

First Bell = 8:35am 
School Starts @ 8:40am 

 
�
Your P&C Supports Mathletics…  
Thank you to the P&C for funding our new $7000 Mathletics 
initiative. What is Mathletics? Mathletics is an interactive  
e-Learning resource, being used by over 2,000 schools. 
Originating in Australia, Mathletics is now being used in over 
ten countries. 
 
The primary goal of Mathletics is to improve Maths results. 
More information shortly on how you and your child can 
access the package from home and improve your Maths 
results. 
 
Beach Olympics in Full Swing…  
Marsden is always leading the pack in terms of creating new 
and exciting programs for students. This year will see the 
school’s first BEACH OLYMPICS for Year 8 students. This 
event is open to all students in Year 8 and the emphasis of 
the day will be on participation, safety and fun.  The aim of 
the Beach Olympics is to get students active and introduce 
them to beach, sun and surf safety.   
 
·  What : Marsden State High School Year 8 Beach Olympics 
 
·  When:  Friday 3rd April 
 
·  Where: Northcliffe Surf Lifesaving Club, cnr Garfield 

Terrace and Thornton St, Surfers Paradise, Qld, 4217. 
 
·  Activities:  Students will participate in the following 

activities organised and supervised by surf lifesavers:  
Beach games, Body surfing, Body boarding, Surf education 
and may choose to compete in an Ironman/Ironwoman 
challenge. 

 

·  Medical Conditions:  Please complete the school medical 
form and return by Friday 27th March 2009. 

 
·  Supervision:  Students will be under the supervision of 

Marsden State High School teachers and qualified surf 
instructors and surf lifesavers. 

 
·  What to bring: Togs, Towel, Hat, Sunscreen, Water 

bottle, Sports uniform shirt (Dress shirt if not 
available), covered shoes and snacks  

 
·  Cost $15 : (this covers bus transport to and from the venue, 

lunch and payment of qualified surf instructors).  Payment 
is due Friday 27th March. 

 
Transport:  Students will be travelling to and from the venue 
by bus: 

 
·  Depart – 8.00am Friday 3 rd  April from Chambers Flat 

Road 
 
·  Return – approximately 2:45pm Friday 3 rd April (if you 

catch an early bus it my be advisable to arrange ot her 
transport home) 

 
National Year 9 Test…  
On May 12, 13 & 14 ALL Year 9 students in Australia will 
undertake the NAPLAN test. On 12 March (Thursday) all 
Year 9 students at Marsden SHS will participate in a practice 
test – this test will be professionally marked to ensure every 
student receives individual feedback to help them perform at 
their best in the real test in May. 
 
The national tests will assess student achievement in literacy 
and numeracy in much the same way as they have been 
done in the past. Students will be familiar with the test 
formats and the type of questions they have to answer.  
 
Students will have their skills assessed in numeracy, reading, 
writing, spelling, punctuation and grammar. 
 
National tests will provide information on how students are 
progressing against national benchmarks and support 
improvements in teaching and learning.  
 
Parents and carers can best assist students by making them 
feel comfortable about the nature and purpose of the tests. 
They can assure their children that the assessments will give 
them an opportunity to show what they have learned in class. 
 
Results from the national tests will give education systems 
across Australia vital measures about how students are 
performing in literacy and numeracy. Individual students and 
their parents will be given reports which will indicate each 
student’s level of achievement. 
 
 
Assignment Help - Go for a Surf…  
The issue of ASSESSMENT and ways in which we can 
assist students to do their very best at each assignment they 
are given is an important issue. We constantly discuss the 
issue of SCAFFOLDING (breaking an assignment into 
smaller more meaningful pieces for students and providing 
models). As a school we are focusing on the issue of 
SCAFFOLDING learning and assessment. To assist 
students (and parents) with assignments we have been 
expanding our assignment HELP tool on our school’s 
website. It contains important and practical information that 
can assist your child in completing assignments – 
particularly written. It contains information about how to write 
essays, where to start and how to reference assignments. 
The key tools or topics are listed below: 
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STUDY SKILLS 
_ General Tips 
_ Study Record Sheet 
_ Weekly Study Schedule 
_ Plagiarism 
 
ORGANISING YOUR ASSIGNMENTS 
_ Where do I start? 
_ Choices in Organising your Ideas 
_ Key Assignment Words 
_ Writing Sentences 
_ Linking Words 
_ Writing Paragraphs 
_ Grammar Help 
_ Spelling Help 
_ Thinking Skills 
_ Language Features 
 
WRITING ASSIGNMENTS 
_ Essay Writing 
_ Types of Assignments 
_ Report Writing 
_ Letter Writing 
_ Procedural Writing 
 
HOW TO REFERENCE YOUR ASSIGNMENT 
_ Harvard Reference Style - Permission UQ 
_ School Library Association of Queensland Inc 
 
I encourage ALL parents and students to visit our website at 
www.marsdenshs.eq.edu.au then click on the Curriculum  
tab down the left hand side, then click on the Study Skills  
link underneath. Go for a surf and expand your assignment 
horizons … 
 
More than just surfing though…  
Although the resources we have provided combined with a 
focus on the issue of SCAFFOLDING in classrooms will 
make a difference it still ultimately requires a solid 
commitment from students (work ethic) and parents. How 
can you help us in this focus?: 
 
�  Check your child’s student planner…are they using it 

regularly?...do they use it to organise their study?...do they 
have one? (Replacement Student Planners—$12 from the 
office) 

 
�  Check your child’s assessment planner…when is their 

assessment due?...have they started planning for it?...do 
you have a copy of the assessment planner?...if not please 
contact us and we can provide a copy of your child’s 
assessment for this semester including all due dates. 

 
�  Discuss what they learnt today…what did you learn in 

Maths today?...how are you going with that novel study in 
English?...tell me about… 

 
�  Check your child’s resources before they come to 

school…do you have your planner in your bag?...have you 
got pens etc?...do you need any extra notebooks/folders? 
If your child’s bag is relatively “empty” in the morning as 
they head for school you should be concerned…check 
their timetable for the day and ask to see their exercise 
book for a specific subject to see how much work they are 
doing. 

 
If your child says, “I have no homework!” this is s imply 
not true. Although they may not have been given a 
specific set of tasks to do, they will always have 
assignment work due that they can work on or they c an 
revise their classroom notes for the day or start t hat 
next assignment early…don’t forget to build in rewa rds 
for good study habits! 
 

Portable Devices & Mobile 
Phones…  
This is a timely reminder that 
students are not to use portable 
electronic devices at school - 
portable devices such as MP3 
players, IPods and CD players 
are not permitted at school 
UNLESS they are used as 
storage devices for school related 
work ONLY – they are not to be 
used at school for listening to music etc… 
 
In some cases these items are distracting from the core 
business of learning and can create issues around theft. 
These items are not part of our school culture and must be 
left at home. These items, including mobile phones, will be 
confiscated if used at school. 
 
Students are NOT to use mobile phones at school 

for any purposes – the school has a system to 
contact students and parents via the main office in  

an emergency. 
 

INTERNET SAFETY… 
 

On Tuesday 10 March parents will have an 
opportunity to learn more about INTERNET 

SAFETY and YOUR CHILD. The school and the 
P&C are pleased to present an information session 

for parents about this important topic: 
 

When: Tuesday 10 March 2009 
Where: Administration Block 

Time:  6.30 – 8.00pm 
 

Who: Brett Lee – former Police Detective involved 
in internet crimes involving children. 

 
Why: To increase your knowledge and 

understanding of the internet and it’s potential 
dangers for your child. 

 
Please RSVP by phoning the school on 3299 0555 

 
Regards 
 
Alan Jones 
Principal 
  
School Captains’ Report… 
On Thursday 12 February, our school captains, sport 
captains, student leaders, and Year 12 cohort were 
presented with their “senior 2009” badges. We each signed 
a senior contract signifying our commitment to upholding the 
leadership duties of Year 12 students at Marsden State High 
School. The 2009 music leaders were also presented with 
their badges on a full school parade last Friday.  
 
On Monday 23 February, Student Representative Council 
(SRC) members from Year 10, 11 and 12 attended a 
leadership day hosted by Sam and Lauren from Peer Power. 
They taught us about leading a legacy, how to build strong 
relationships and how our individual personality affects how 
we lead. We played lots of fun games to help us understand 
these topics and overall it was a great and enjoyable day for 
all.  
 
Tara Tyler and I have been organising the Year 12 Senior 
Jerseys so that they will be available for the winter season. 
We are currently working through the process of costing, 
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designing and ordering samples of jerseys so Year 12 
students can view them in the next few weeks.  
 
Our assignments and tests are starting to roll in and we are 
feeling the pressure of being a Year 12 student. Our Interim 
Report card is only five weeks away! Stay focused and on 
task to achieve the best results possible.  
 
Sharnna Rehbein 
2009 School Captain 
 
Science Competition… 

    The Rio Tinto Big Science Competition 
will be held on Thursday 21st May. The 
competition is open to students in all 
year levels. The test consists of 30 
multiple-choice items to be completed 
in 75 minutes. The competition will be 
run during class time next term.  
 
Ask your science teacher for more 
specific details about the competition. 

The entry fee is $5.00 and is to be paid at the school 
payment office by Monday 30th March.  
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Bullying or harassment is a form of cruelty that 
affects everyone not just the bullies, victims and 
those that witness the bullying. Bullying can be 
physical, verbal, in writing or through mobile 
phones. With the changes in technology bullying 
has been increasingly occurring through cyber 
space, this including msn, my space, bebo, face 
book etc.  
�
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Bullying can cause a lot of damage to people’s 
lives. The long term effects of ongoing bullying 
can damage a person’s health and well-being that 
last into their adult life. It damages self esteem,  
increases anxiety and can cause serious 
depression.  
 Bullies are not aware that their own behaviours 
will affect their relationships, friendships, learn ing, 
physical and mental health. 
�
	
��������������������

 �����������	
��	�����
�
��������
�������
���
Some of the signs may be: 

·  Not wanting to go to school 
·  Finding excuses not to go to school 
·  Being very tense, tearful and unhappy 

before and after school 
·  Showing bruises and scratches 

·  Showing problems with sleeping 
·  Refusing to talk about what is happening at  

school 
 
These signs may not mean that your child is 
getting bullied but you need to check what is 
worrying your child.  
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Bullying is a serious act and no one should have 
to tolerate it; everyone has the right to be safe! 
Things that you can do: 

·  Ask someone for advice and help 
·  Talk to someone you trust  
·  If bullying is happening at school report it 

to the school.  Schools have policies 
around bullying ��

·  When possible ignore the person or people 
who are bullying ( including mobile phone 
or emails) 

·  Walk away if the bully approaches you 
·  Hang around other people as it may be 

safer in groups 
·  Block messages or emails that may be 

from the person who is bullying rather then 
respond. 
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www.bullyingnoway.com.au 
www.parentlink.act.gov.au 
www.reachout.com.au 
Inspire Edition 2 2008 
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Dates to remember –  
�  March 12 2009 Year 8 Morning Tea  

  11.15am Admin Block 
�  1 April 2009  AGM - P&C Meeting at    

 3.30pm in Banksia Room, Admin 
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